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● More talent base for CSS vs XSLT
● Easier to customize
● Reuse design on Web and PDF => Brand consistency
● Proven publishing approach

○ Antenna House
○ Prince XML
○ PDF Reactor

Why CSS for print?
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● Always free for Oxygen XML Editor users
● Uses Oxygen CSS extensions you already know: oxy_xpath, :before(n)
● Responsive support team

Why Chemistry as a processor?
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1. Publish PDF from HTML or Markdown

2. Use the DITA-OT plugin

3. For a new project start with the editing CSS and build up

How YOU can use Chemistry
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● Chemistry has built-in HTML support

● Markdown -> HTML -> PDF

1. HTML / Markdown => PDF
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● Built-in Transformation Scenario

● Based on DITA-OT

● Customizable using CSS

2. DITA publishing
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2. DITA publishing: architecture

DITA-OT
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2. DITA publishing: architecture

title { color: red; }
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2. DITA publishing: customization
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● UserManual.merged.html

<td xmlns:dita-ot="http://dita-ot.sf.net/ns/201007/dita-ot" 
class="- topic/entry entry colsep-1 rowsep-1 valign-middle" 
colname="col2" 
dita-ot:x="2" dita-ot:y="2" 
valign="middle">a fixed-size box defined by the intersection 
of the top and left margins of the page box 

</td>
----------------------------------
*[class~="topic/entry"] { padding: 10px !important; }

2. DITA publishing: customization
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2. DITA publishing: comments
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0. MVP - publish with the editing CSS

1. TOC, Index page
2. Cover page, Copyright page, page format,
3. Columns, margin boxes, numbering
4. Footnotes
5. Page breaks
6. Bookmarks
7. PDF Metadata

3. Publishing for a new vocabulary

https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=6ce7243274ba4b930ffd16321428f34f
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=5e9b5e47b22ae04b4e0b466a4ab20a78
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=f99434ba9e3f7994c07a2098d46289bf
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=6bb4b74e0fbcb0199e641998c1459d95
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=cf54d13708cb7ba1a8bddc33d15f5d00
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=d00974a534225c35864f1a844dd2d656
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=c2c8f8bee4ebd9f9b2571cb8c8028d46
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● Deep linking 
● Synthetic italic fonts
● -oxy-coumn-break-inside, -oxy-coumn-break-before, -oxy-coumn-break-after
● Images in page margin boxes

New features



THANK YOU!
Any questions?

Cristian Talau
cristi_talau@oxygenxml.com
https://github.com/ctalau

© 2019 Syncro Soft SRL. All rights reserved.
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Page margin boxes
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● Edit link for DITA
○ Result: http://ctalau.github.io/userguide/UserManual.pdf
○ Implementation: xslfo.xsl 

● Edit link positioning
○ Before topic
○ After title
○ After topic
○ Change it to an icon

● https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=863c781cf63166e24bd8
aa533a8a7b63 

Customizability

http://ctalau.github.io/userguide/UserManual.pdf
https://github.com/oxygenxml/dita-reviewer-links/blob/master/com.oxygenxml.editlink/xslfo.xsl
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=863c781cf63166e24bd8aa533a8a7b63
https://chemistry-playground.herokuapp.com/?gist=863c781cf63166e24bd8aa533a8a7b63

